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Wath  Vrlmn  District  Council. 


MEDICAL  REPORT. 


The  time  has  again  arrived  when  I  must  present 
to  you  my  annual  report,  upon  your  Urban  Sanitary 
District,  during  the  past  year,  1895,  together  with 
the  statistical  tables  A.  B.  and  C.,  which  1  hereby 
proceed  to  do  :  — 

The  births  registered  during  the  year  were  179 
males  and  148  females,  making  a  total  of  327  which 
is  at  the  annual  rate  of  41.48  per  1,000  of  popul^ 
tion,  calculated  to  July  1st.,  at  which  time  1  esti¬ 
mate  the  total  population  of  the  district  to  bo 
7884.  The  average  birth-rate  of  the  West  Riding 
for  1894,  was  30.03  per  1000.  In  1894,  we  had 
166  male  births  and  130  female,  with  a  total  of  296, 
at  the  rate  of  38.3  per  1000.  Of  these  327  births, 
12  were  illegitimate  (8  males  and  4  females).  ^  ^st 
year  we  had  16,  so  this  an  improvement.  These 
particulars  may  be  tabulated  as  follows  :  — 

Est.  pop.  July  Ist.  Births.  Illegit. 

Wath .  4370  . .  156  including  6 

Melton  &  Winterwell  3181)  ..  153  „  4 

NewhiU  ..  ..  3'’8  ..19  „  2 


7oo4  327  12 

During  the  year,  58  new  houses  began  to  be  occu¬ 
pied  ;  51  in  Wath,  and  7  in  West  Melton. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  during 
the  year  was  132,  at  the  rate  of  16.74  per  1000,  deing 
21  in  number  more  than  in  1894,  when  we  had  111 
at  the  rate  of  14.43  per  1000 ;  but  if  we  deduct  the 
three  deaths  from  drowning,  and  one  from  accident 
on  the  railway,  it  will  make  the  number  of  deatii.s 
from  disease  128,  at  the  rate  of  16.23  per  1000.  Our 
average  death-rate  from  all  causes  during  the  past 
ten  years,  has  been  16.99.  The  rate  for  the  We.“t 
Biding  during  1894  was  17.7,  as  shewn  by  the 
Registrar-General’s  reports,  and  this  appei'-s  to  l)e 
decidedly  below  the  average.  The  increase  of  oui 
death-rate  over  that  of  1894,  is  owing  to  the  high 
mortality  of  the  hrst  three  months,  when  the  pp-s- 
ence  of  epidemic  of  influenza,  and  the  exceptional 
severity  and  long  continuance  of  cold  weather,  com¬ 
bined  to  raise  the  mortality  considerably.  .After 
that  time,  the  mortality  was  low  until  Uesem'ser, 
when  measles  and  respiratory  diseases  again  raisM 
it  somewhat.  In  January  18  deaths  occurred,  in 
February  11,  March  16,  April  14,  May  7,  June  8, 
July  9,  August  6,  September  10,  October  8,  Woy- 
eember  9,  December  16.  Of  these,  73  were  in 
Wath  (population  4370),  16.0  per  1000:  52  in  West 
Melton  and  WombwoU  (population  3186),  16.3  per 
10000;  7  in  NewhiU  (populaflon  328),  21.3  per 
1000. 

The  various  causes  of  death  were  :  — Diphtheria  1, 
measles  7,  whooping  cough  4,  puerperal  fever  1, 
Erysipelas  1,  croup  1,  epidemift  influenza  5,  total 
zymotic,  18.  Respiratory  disorders,  27  (pneumonia 
JO,  bronchitis  17) ;  diseases  of  the  heart  8,  brain  8, 
liver  2,  bowels  3,  kidney  2,  bladder  1,  anoemia  1, 
phthisis  9,  cancer  2  (rectum  and  eye) ;  ovar,  dropsy 
1,  infantUe  diarrhoea  8,  marasmus  11,  convulsions 
L  7,  debility  9,  tuberculosis  4,  Old  age  (70,  71,  74,  75, 
82,  83,  93)  7,  drowning  3,  railway  accident  1,  mak¬ 
ing  a  total  of  152,  of  which  76  were  males  and  56 
females.  There  were  28  notitioations  of  zymotic 
disease,  viz.,  diphtheria  1,  scarlatina  21  (in  15 
houses),  puerperal  fever  1,  er^ijMlas  4,  and  croup 
1.  Four  of  these  died  from  ;  Diphtheria  1,  pue^r- 
lal  fever  1,  erysipelas  1,  and  croup  1.  In  July, 
October,  and  NovembM’  we  had.  no  notification. 
The  deaths  from  zymotic  disease  were  18  in  num¬ 
ber,  at  the  annual  rate  of  2.28  per  1000,  or  in¬ 


cluding  infantile  diarrhcm  26,  at  the  rate  of  3.29,, 
Small-pox,  cholera,  and  enteric  fever,  no  known 
cases.  Measles:  A  few  cases  in  January  and 
February,  but  no  deaths ;  more  in  March,  with  2 
deaths ;  then  nearly  disappeared^fho’  one  died  in 
May).  In  November,  the  disease  again  appeared, 
and  quickly  spread  over  tlie  whole  district  during 
December.  70  cases  in  51  houses  came  under  my 
notice,  but  there  were  more  than  these,  hour 
proved  fatal,  two  in  one' house  in  Wath,  and  two  in 
a  house  in  West  Melton,  all  from  intercurrent  pneu¬ 
monia.  It  .seemed  abating  somewhat  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  It  seems  almost  hopeless  to  attempt  to 
check  the  diffusion  of  measles,  owing  to  its  being  so 
infectious  from  the  first,  three  or  four  days  before 
the  rash  appears,  and  when  tiie  jxirents  can  scarcely 
tell  that  measles  is  beginning,  it  being  so  like  an 
ordinary  cold  ;  and  so  they  let  the  children  mingle 
with  other  children.  One  school,  from  wliich  seven 
cases  began,  was  closed  for  the  Xmas  holidays,  a 
little  before  the  usual  time.  Scarlatina  was  re¬ 
peatedly  introduced  into  the  district.  In  January  one 
case,  February  1.  March  5  (in  two  houses).  May  1, 
June  2,  August  s  (in  two  houses),  and  September  2  ; 
but  it  never  gained  the  ascendancy  until  December, 
when  eight  cases  occurred  in  five  houses  (2  in  Wath, 
1  Melton,  and  2  NewhiU).  Posters  were  put  out, 
and  handbills  distributed,  warning  against  ex¬ 
posing  infectious  persons,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
notification.  Epidemic  influenza  (la  grippe)  again 
made  its  appearance  almut  the  middle  of  February, 
and  quickly  became  epidemic,  continuing  to  the  end 
of  April.  It  directly  caused  three  deaths,  and  as 
it  always  has  done  before,  increased  the  mortality 
from  respiratory  diseases.  Whoopincr  cough  was 
prevalent  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  and 
caused  four  death.s,  but  it  vanished  in  April.  In 
December.  I  met  with  two  cases,  and  as  it  so  often 
follows  measles.  I  fear  we  may  have  more  of  it. 
Diarrhfea  was  somewhat  prevalent  during  July, 
August,  and  September.  It  caused  no  deaths 
amonerst  adults,  but  five  children  died  from  it. 
Diphtheria:  Only  one  case  was  notified,  which 
proved  fatal.  No  probable  cause  could  be  found 
for  it.  The  case  of  puerperpal  fever.  I  attributed 
to  the  house  door  directly  opening  into  an  offensive 
farm-yard.  These  are  always  a  source  of  danger 
when  in  the  middle  of  a  village  ;  and  I  congratulate 
you  on  havincr  had  one  of  these  lately  completely 
done  away  with. 

Four  inquests  were  held  during  the  year  :  Three 
on  cases  of  dro'wning,  two  suicidal,  and  one  acci¬ 
dental  whilst  bathing.  The  other  was  upon  a 
man  run  over  by  a  train  at  Wath  Midland  Station, 
whilst  crossing  the  line.  Four  persons  died,  who 
had  not  been  attended  bv  any  medical  man.  One 
an  elderly  person,  who  died  of  apoplexy,  and  three 
children  who  died  suddenly  from  convulsions. 
From  table  “  A  ”  it  will  be  seen  that  42  children 
died  under  one  year  of  age.  which  is  at  the  rate  of 
128  per  1000  births.  I>ast  year  we  also  had  42,  but 
at  the  rate  of  142  per  1000  births.  This  rate  in  the 
West  Riding  in  1894,  was  137,  and  in  1893  was  168, 
The  causes  of  death  in  these  42  were :  Measles  2, 
whooping  cough  1,  infantile  diarrhoea  5.  respira¬ 
tory  diseases  12,  debility  8,  marasmus  6,  convul¬ 
sions  5,  meningitis  2,  icteius  neonatorum  1.  It 
is  in  this  class  that  we  should  look  for  improvement, 
and  a  much  lessened  mortality ;  for  one  third  of 
these  deaths  are  preventible,  being  caused  by  mis¬ 
management  as  to  food  and  clothing  of  very  young 
children.  I  frequently  see  children  wrapped  up 
well  about  the  chest,  but  with  their  legs  left  bare, 
and  quite  blue  with  cold. 

The  slaughter  houses  have  been  duly  inspected, 
and  nothing  found  to  be  materially  •wrong  ■with  them. 


And  though’  some  are  not  in  the  best  situations, 
yet  they  are  kept  fairly  clean,  and  no  bad  meat  has 
come  under  our  notice,  either  in  them  or  n  the 
market.  The  lodging  houses  are  kept  pretty  clean, 
and  we  have  never  tound  them  overcrowded,  nor 
have  we  known  of  any  zymotic  disease  in  them 
during  the  year.  The  bell-cart  for  rubbish  has  done 
good  service,  an  average  of  64  loads  per  month 
having  been  removed.  The  emptying  of  ashpits 
during  the  year  has  also  gone  on  satisfactorily, 
only  a  very  few  instances  of  overfilling  have  come 
under  my  notice.  An  average  of  about  80  loads 
a  week  have  been  remo\’ed.  The  worst  places  in 
our  district,  such  as  Pottery  Yard,  NewhiU,  Glass¬ 
house  Yard,  and  two  or  three  others,  have  certainly 
been  kept  cleaner  this  past  year,  than  ever  ^efore, 
but  they  ought  to  be  kept  cleaner  yet,  than  they  are. 
The  pig  styes  in  several  places  are  still  in  an  unsatis- 
factorv  state,  being  too  near  houses,  and  not  kept 
as  clean  as  they  ought  to  be.  The  water  supplied 
by  the  West  Melton  Water  Company,  supplemented 
by  that  from  the  Deame  Valley  Company,  has  been 
fairly  good  all  the  year ;  but  the  supply  has  still 
repeatedly  been  insufficient  at  the  higher  parts  of 
the  district.  This  ought  to  be  remedi^,  if  possible, 
as  it  LS  both  inconvenient  and  dangerous.  1  have 
made  many  experiments  to  test  the  action  of  the 
water  upon  lead  pipes,  but  have  hitherto  failed  to 
find  any  evidence  of  solvent  action  upon  them.  The 
sewage  works  are  still  doing  their  work  satisfac¬ 
torily,  giving  a  good  clear  effluent,  and  purifying 
the  sewage  as  much  as  any  chemical  process  couid 
do  ;  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  testifjnng  to  the 
diligence  and  assiduity  with  which  the  various 
details  of  the  process  are  carried  out. 

The  preparations  for  budding  our  isola¬ 
tion  hospitiw,  to  be  called  “The  Wath  and  North 
Rotherham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital,’’  are  advanced 
an  important  stage.  On  Dec.  19,  myself  and  four 
members  of  the  Council  went  to  view  two  hospitals 
in  the  neighbourhood  ;  the  Hemsworth  one,  quite 
recently  erected,  and  “  The  Kendray  ’’  near  Barns¬ 
ley,  which  has  been  in  operation  for  several  years. 
The  former  is  very  similar  to  the  one  which  we  re¬ 
quire,  and  we  got  much  useful  information  from  it, 
thanks  to  the  kindness  of  Dr.  Coleman,  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. — An  advertisement  was  drawn  up 
asking  for  tenders  for  the  building  of  it,  and  will 
be  pub'ished  early  in  1896.  Altogether  there  will 
be  20  beds,  in  3  blocks  containing  respectively  8,  8, 
and  4  beds,  for  a  population  of  about  12,000. 

The  year  1895  was  mostly  characterised  by  ex¬ 
tremes  of  temperature,  being  very  cold  in  Jan.  with 
jniich  snow  and  rain,  and  colder  still  in  Feb.,  but 
with  very  little  snow  or  rain.  Tlie  summer  waa 
genial  and  pleasant,  much  warmer  tlian  in  1894,  but 
as  in  all  cases  when  the  summer  is  warmer  we  had 
more  diarrhoea  tlian  in  1894. 

The  rainfall  was  as  follows  :  - 


January 

3  98  inches  on 

21  days. 

February 

010 

4 

March 

1-62 

16 

tt 

April 

2-06 

»* 

11 

May 

0  76 

ff 

8 

t» 

June 

3-31 

9 

»* 

July 

4-91 

M 

16 

»« 

August 

2  02 

17 

>y 

September 

0-59 

10 

r» 

October 

2-71 

18 

November 

2-95 

If 

21 

December 

2-57 

»» 

14 

g  a  total  of 

27.58  inches,  which 

is  about  12 

per  cent,  above  the  average  of  the  last  10  yea.ra. 
The  number  of  days  in  w-hich  it  fell  waa  bemg 
about  6  per  cent,  below  the  a'verage. 


Reprinted  Jrom  the  Mexboro'  and  Swinton  Times,  February  28th,  1896. 
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